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PREFACE

This volume contains my uncollected experiments 
in radically alternative fictions apart from single-
sentence stories, minimal stories (no more than 

three words long), and constructivist fictions. Many of 
the first two groups have yet to be collected into books, 
though nearly all of the third group have. “Infinities” 
would be here had they not already been published as 
a limited edition of Möbius strips.

Oddly, though a few hundred selections from my 
fictions have appeared over the past four decades in 
literary magazines (to whose editors and publishers 
I remain eternally grateful) and my radical contribu-
tions to this genre (over others) are acknowledged in 
histories and encyclopedias, books wholly of my fic-
tion have had remarkably scarce circulation (making 
me wonder how my fiction ever entered the minds of 
authors of those selective compendia). Anthologists of 
fiction ignore them as well, though poems of mine are 
frequently reprinted.

Where can your fictions be found, I’m often asked. 
Here is one place.

Richard Kostelanetz
New York, NY 
14 May 2006
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Slug

dress you lose yr gnignis shoe mud 
you lose yr gnimmurht glass pipe you 
lose yr rehsup gate cup you lose yr 
retuop key snore you lose yr deregnif 
stone day you lose yr lanips lap gun 
you lose yr gnikrof lath meat you lose 
yr eegnub doubt nitch you lose yr 
delbbub phone pore you lose yr 
delbbog door tar you esol yr burning 
guls

Raj

you were blundered in the emalb 
mist you were blundered in the galf 
dime you were shouldered in the 
foow wall you were shouldered in 
the nub bin you were straightened in 
the bulc gun you were straightened 
in the gulp storm you were nattered 
in the gal shorts you were nattered 
in the gub meat you were jerking in 
the enots fold you were jerking in 
the tnur truss you were clocking in 
the niard jar



F U L C R A

ADDRESS.   ADHERENTS.   ALLAY.   ALLIED.   
ARMY.   BANDIED.   BUTTONS.   BYE.   CAME.   
CALLOUSES.   CALLOW.   CAMERAS.   COMET.   
CONFIDENT.   COUNTRIES.   DAME.   EATEN.   
EXAMINES.   EXCELLENT.   FAILURES.   FISHER.   
FLICKERINGS.   FOUNDER.   FUCKING.   
GALLOPES.   GNAWING.   GROWING.   HAILED.   
HAMMERINGS.   IMPORTUNE.   INDULGENT.   
JEWISH.   LABORATORY.   LADIES.   LARGEST.   
LOGO.   MEAT.   MISSPELLS.   MISTAKEN.   
MOON.   MOTHERINGS.   MOUTHING.   
MULLIONS.   OFFERINGS.   OFTENEST.   
ORALLY.   ORATION.   PAGED.   PEACHES.   
POETRIES.   POOREST.   POSTAGE.   PRODUCTS.   
PROMOTION.   PROJECTILES.   PROVERBS.   
PUBLISHED.   PUSHED.   QUEEREST.   
RAGED.   RAMBLING.   REFERENTS.   
REMEMBERED.   REVERBERATE.   RODENTS.   
RUINATION.   SEAT.   SEEKING.   SEVERALLY.   
SHATTERINGS.   SHEAVES.   SHORTEN.   
SHOWED.    SIGNATURE.   SLEEPING.   SKILL.   
SOLVENT.   SOONEST.   SORTIES.   STUDIES.   
SURELY  SWIFTEST.   TARTANED.   TABOOED.   
TEACHER.   THRASHER.   THREATEN.   TOILET.   
TOWARDS.   TRANSCENDENTAL.   TREATIES.   
TRUMPETER.   URGENT.   USING.   VILLAGES.   
WAGES.   WHETHER.   WOVEN.   YELLOW.   
YOUNGEST.   AMASSINGS.   TARPAPERED.
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Trihs

I heard the sugar in the citta I heard the 
string in the kcottub I heard the lunger in 
the mucspaos I heard the tube in the 
hciwdnas I heard the sandal in the ekal I 
heard the climber in the popados I heard 
the expectoration in the enots I heard 
the honey in the naf I heard the ink in 
the gartons I heard the lawyer in the 
pmartixe I heard the oil in the maerceci I 
heard the nap in the reddal I heard the 
gnignilc in the shoe rack I heard the 
etum in the fog hum I heard the dnas in 
the buried shirt

Slopping

lung clamming desserd your jacker 
tree clamming dekalf your furnace 
nail clamming deggalf your sofa 
nose clamming deppohs your dogger 
pond clamming depahs your 
notebook leg clamming dekcol your 
clouding dome clamming deniard 
your licking soak clamming derob 
your index button clamming staked 
your naeco hop clamming desolc 
your fluter name clamming dekoj 
your spinning hum clamming stops 
your slopping



EXCHANGES

Haven’t we met before?
Yeah, in the hospital where we were born.

May I invite you to lunch next Tuesday?
No, because I’m expecting a stomach ache.

Do you?
You do.

I just got home from a Christmas party.
Christmas, my dear, was six months ago.

The charge for putting a “jobs wanted” ad in our 
newspaper is fifty cents per inch.

But I’m five feet tall.
You murdered my father.

He got in the way.
How much money do you earn each week?

Zero, comma, zero, comma, zero zero.
Who was that woman you were kissing last night?

At what hour?
It’s God’s will.

So where did you put it?
Everyone knows who I am.

Do they know you as a guy or a gal?
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Ecnelis

eat the silence in your gnihguoc comb 
the silence in my gniniahc club the 
silence in your sehsub age the silence in 
my gnipiw drum the silence in your 
steknalb oil the silence in my sehsa butt 
the silence in your gninaol table the 
silence in my sehsag lake the silence in 
your remmah blood the silence in my 
eeffoc nap the silence in your legduc 
jerks the silence in my gnispal ham the
silence in your retfa run the silence in my
aehrraid cave my silence in your 
sehcnert jam your silence in my gnihcni

Remoh

dug grunting pac ah folder tape shaping 
parc ah engine shoal collapsing ekac ah 
jewels mud training tag ah framing plow
 clunking tah ah jiggling pan chatter 
pmuh ah focused dope changing stub ah 
sooner hill cracking kcab ah shaver knob 
shining nub ah foamer dim colding tnur 
ah voter rat jacking gnalc ah homer



TWO-WAY STORIES
ERSATZ              .              BUBBLING

EMBELLISH        .              VENTURE

ALPHABETIZE        .              ENUMERATE

AMBIVALENCE        .              QUESTION

EMPOWER                    .          ENTITLE

ECSTASY        .               EBULLIENCE

EXCELLENCE               .         PERFECT

ABOLUTION                   .      INNOCENCE

SUPERCILIOUS     .                     REPROACH

CHANCE                .        WISDOM

GHOSTS           .                       SPIRITS

CONFUSION      .            CONGRUENCE

DRINKS             .           EATS

BOOGIE                    .           WOOGIE

FATIGUE             .             INSPIRATION
28

remmaH

bulc or dropping soak runner ekahs or 
dropping hog snow hctih or dropping lag 
steamer tops or dropping shirt focus 
sgnilc or dropping dumb frame dias or 
dropping couch knocker hctah or 
dropping gash said slee or stopping hum 
corner nep or dropping comb dream liob 
or dropping chum drape wolp or dropping 
blast hammer

Shield

shield knird or clutching map erif or 
seeming lump foor or homing dong ekal 
or spilling wrap knoh or flying drag knuhc 
or cheating dink pmal or cowling nor 
rood or clouding shoe doolf or longing 
snap elag or linking jinx erob or spinning



A SINGLE-SENTENCE STORY

When we fired a single shot into the enemy’s 
territory, the enemy fired back, with one 
bullet destroying the gun that had fired on 
them; when we fired a volley of  bullets, we 

received a volley twice as large in return; as we moved our 
canon to the top of  the hill, it was immediately hit by a hail 
of  bullets, making its operation impossible; once we sent a 
patrol of  draftees to reconnoiter by night, they were met by 
a large spotlight that sent them scampering for shade; when 
we sent a radio signal promising their troops rewards if  they 
surrendered, our message was jammed; when we tried to 
tunnel under their fortifications, we hit an underground river; 
once we tossed grenades, they were shot to smithereens before 
they could land; when we threw spears with poisoned tips, they 
were met by the force of  a powerful magnet that made them 
all turn left and flow like a herd to a single repository; when 
we sent up a helicopter by night, it was shot down as it took 
off, indeed falling into our troop encampment and destroying 
several tents; when we sent home a radio message proclaiming 
a victory that vanquished the enemy, the media of  the world 
were supplied with photographs and videotapes conclusively 
illustrating that we conquered nothing; when we fired a surface-
to-air missile, they fired a projectile that intercepted ours in 
midair, our bomb exploding over the no-man’s land between 
us; when we threatened to use a thermonuclear device that, if  
our demands were not met by the enemy, would annihilate us 
all, we discovered that the passkeys essential for detonating our 
device had suspiciously vanished; and finally when, demoralized 
by unending frustration, we offered to surrender and even ran 
up a white flag, our entreatings were refused.
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TAH

jerk napkin ,”dum dna smaerd” ,flow or clac 
noitcapmi ,judge rinsing ffo ry eohs ,catalog 
the drip bucket pans ti off words squirming no 
eht eriw I wipe it you ,ehca wind “ehecatl” 
slowing in the rubber tah hat rebbur eht ni 
gniwols “ltacehe” dniw ache, uoy ti epiw I wire 
the on gnimriuqs sdrow ffo it snap tekcub pird
eht golatac, shoe yr off gnisnir egduj, 
impaction calc ro wolf, “dreams and mud”, 
nikpan krej

HAT

DNAS

mouth for spinning ,hsa rof gnikcap
,hump for lushly ,sserd rof gnikoms

,bank for naming ,knurd rof gnitnuoc
,gush for usage ,knat rof labolg gnimraw

,mic for farting ,dnah rof gnitlem
,lung for clouds ,knis rof dnas
sand for sink, sduolc rof gnul,

melting for hand, gnitraf rof cim,
warming global for tank, egasu rof hsug,

counting for drunk, gniman rof knab,
smoking for dress, ylhsul rof pmuh,
packing for ash, gninnips rof htuom

SAND



INTERMITTENT STORIES

She                           enlightenment                       greed.

      ingested                    digested            expelled          .

         discipline                 monastery                    money.

The             creation                                            forever.

          sensuous                   radiated                         danger.

     walk                     water              snow.

Insincere                               questioned                    death.

              youth             inexperience                       excuses.

            temperature                     shiver                addle.

Intercourse                                   before               married.

      grave                cinderblocks                        moat.

               story          palindrome          story               .

We                      alabaster                        disintegrated     .

              mirror                 present            past.
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G I V E N O M .
E S T A B L I S H A M E N A B L Y.
L O A N O T H E R M I N E .
C R Y S T A L C H E M Y T H O L O G Y.
R I C H A R D K O S T E L A N E T Z.
F L I P P A N T E L O P E E I N G.
A P P L I C A B L E C H E A T S.
M E T H O D O R M A N T.
E X C O N C L U S I V E L Y N C H I N G.
E T I Q U E T T E S T I N K E R S.
G U R U F F L E S S O N S.
R A N G Y P P E D E R A S T S.
S A F E G U A R D E N T H U S I A S M.
M E S S E N G E R R A N D A N T.
OVERDRAWNESOMERCENARIES.

R. Kostelantez.   Po. Box. 444 Prince St.    New York, NY 10012-0008                  MMIV. Design A. Saretzky   1 9/1/04   6:13:58 PM
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SHORT NOVELS 

ADVERTISING
He relished paternity suits not as threats 
upon his integrity but as opportunities to 

publicize his potency.

BETTERMENT
A virgin at twenty, she was a snob at thirty 

and a spinster at forty.

APEXEPA
In the story a that is palindrome is that a 

story the inn.

CONFUSED
I’m a man buried inside a man buried 
inside a woman all wanting to get out.

DIE KUNST DER FUGUE
He spent the day listening in sequence 

to all the versions he owned of J. S. 
Bach’s Die Kunst der Fugue, crying every 
time the last triple fugue ended in mid-
phrase, its incompleteness signaling the 

composer’s death.
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SHIFTING COMMAS

Lord, have mercy.

Lord have, mercy.

Lord have mercy.
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ANAGRAMMATIC STORIES

Urn run.
Stop pots.
Lure rule.

Static attics.
Mustang mustnag.

Bosom booms.
Waist waits.
Vine vein.

Resinous neurosis.
Tame meat.

Rectify, certify.
Sonar arson.

Abhorrent earthborn.
Swine wines.

Desiccant accidents.
Felt left.

122



  *           *          *              *                      *
   *         *          * *            * *                   *   *
    *       *          *   *          *   *                *       *
     *     *          *     *        *     *             *           *
      *   *            *   *        *       *          *               *
       * *              * *        *         *       *                   *
        *                *        *           *    *                       *
       * *              * *        *         *       *                   *
      *   *            *   *        *       *          *               *
     *     *          *     *        *     *             *           *
    *       *          *   *          *   *                *       *
   *         *          * *            * *                   *   *

  *           *          *              *                      *

V I S U A L  N A R R AT I V E ( S )
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SHUFFLINGS
Women won me.

Intrusion is to run in.
House to let, hotel to use.

The eyes, they see.
Butterfly flutter by.

I tear irate.
Allegories, lies galore.

Fiances’ fancies.
Bargain sale, an aisle grab.

Absence make the heart grow 
fonder. He wants back dearest 

gone from here.
Wild oats, lad sow it.
Intoxicate excitation.
Vile turn—virulent.

Integral calculus—calculating 
rules.

Asinine is inane.
Sweat waste.

Fortunate turn o’ fate.
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IN
CRE

MENTS
chic
chick
chick be
chick bee
chick been
chick been he
chick been her
chick been here.

bar
bard
bard us
bard use
bard use me
bard use met
bard use mete
bard use meter.

cove
cover
cover fee
cover feet.

173



MORE 
ANAGRAM STORIES

Misanthrope, spare him not.

Ralph Waldo Emersonñperson whom 

all read.

Incomprehensible problem in 

Chinese.

Spirited riptides. 

Thy errors plead the Lordõs Prayer.

Roentgenõs cathode rays, a stronger 

eye doth scan.

Unresting insurgent.

Intoxicate excitation.

Bedroomñrobedom.

Emit grunt, muttering.

Iõm a dot in placeña decimal point.

Moustache, mouth case.

Mensural numerals.

Painter, patenir.

Edict cited.

Beneath the sodñdeath, then be so.
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Sgninnips

spinnings ,colder ,acting ,daily ,gulper ,shadow 
,netfo ,nezarb ,dewollaws ,luftbuod ,tellub 
,sehsar ,pander ,groping ,spelling ,dunk ,spank 
,ditch ,legduc ,sgnils ,gniddon ,emod ,llip ,gnog 
,galf ,knalc ,deppoc ,egnurg ,epoh ,esnir ,cinch 
,spoil ,shine ,elbboh ,rettu ,retsbol lobster, 
utter, hobble, enihs, liops, hcnic, rinse, hope, 
grunge, copped, clank, flag, rennaps, reppos, 
remmid, rennur, redliub, revaeh, gong, pill, 
dome, nodding, slings, cudgel, hctid, knaps, 
knud, gnilleps, gniporg, rednap, rasher, bullet, 
doubtful, swallowed, brazen, often, wodahs, 
replug, yliad,  gnitca, redloc,  sgninnips     

Hsog

gosh leans loud ,gub repmah, mutt solder trout 
,tca gnignirb ,push lush asshole ,lluc enohp 
,barge pants crystaled ,kconk dum ,cream 
gash spun ,lekcin epiw ,lens hole drowned ,tols 
ecim ,shorted brains next ,golc rebmun ,bunch 
oft sopping ,degguhc emid ,power flung rice 
,knihc delbmurg ,pond drank groped ,deweps 
elbmum mumble spewed, deporg knard dnop, 
grumbled chink, ecir gnulf rewop, dime 
chugged, gnippos tfo hcnub, number clog, txen 
sniarb detrohs, mice slot, denword eloh snel, 
wipe nickel, nups hsag maerc, mud knock, 
delatsyrc stnap egrab, phone cull, elohssa hsul 
hsup, bringing act, tuort redlos ttum, hamper 
bug, duol snael hsog



MORE
RHYMES

contradictory   interdictory   benedictory   
valedictory

—
requested   molested   protested   congested   

arrested   divested   attested   detested   infested   
suggested   rested

—
obstinacy   consonancy   excellency   idiocy   

delinquency   pertinency
—

stubbed   dubbed   cubbed   rubbed   drubbed   
grubbed   scrubbed   hubbed   snubbed   shrubbed

—
palate   valet   palette   mallet   ballot   pallet

—
ejaculate   escalate   expostulate   emulate   

emasculate   encapsulate   extrapolate
—

smeer   near   sneer   peer   here   gear   hear   
sphere   leer   veer  queer

—
dominant   dissonant   covenant   resonant   

assonant   reminant   germinant   determinant   
consonant   ruminant

—
bounce   pounce   flounce   trounce   denounce   

announce   ounce
—

heaved   achieved   believed   upheaved   grieved   
bereaved   reprieved   deceived   disbelieved

—
soggy   foggy   boggy   cloggy   groggy
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Gnilbbog

gobbling .bunch a sremaof ,altered wristage 
knas foaming ekil a hctaw leak )”casket”( 
gnilbbog hsah wire an sank eht wodniw 
gnileehw .nudge my watch toof. foul hcnerd 
eht teksac waters hcuo ‘n desuod like hash fire 
ekil brawn rednow linty water ouched ‘n 
collared htiw ry erif .egdun ym foot ron peels 
sleep nor toof my nudge. fire yr with deralloc 
n’ dehcuo retaw ytnil wonder nwarb like erif 
hsah ekil doused n’ ouch sretaw casket the 
drench luof. foot hctaw ym egdun. wheeling 
window the knas na eriw hash gobbling 
(“teksac”) kael watch a like gnimaof sank 
egatsirw deretla, foamers a hcnub. gnilbbog

Ehs

she ,ant my head repaos tisoped stna the thigh 
daeh the passel throng gnihsug soap kiln yr 
hgiht or focused insect )”section”( along long 
fable )”nlik”( ant growling in your shoe uh ,ehs 
walked yawa starts eht gnorht smoky eohs 
crawling ni eht ekal was you sectionated 
,blousy thin llacer the gnihguoc elbaf lake 
drying in yr cheek keehc ry ni gniyrd ekal fable 
coughing eht recall niht ysuolb, detanoitces 
uoy saw lake the in gnilwarc shoe ykoms 
throng the strats away deklaw she, hu eohs 
ruoy ni gnilworg tna (“kiln”) elbaf gnol gnola 
(“noitces”) tcesni desucof ro thigh ry nlik paos 
gushing gnorht lessap eht head hgiht eht ants 
deposit soaper daeh ym tna, ehs



TWO INCOMPLETE NOVELS

EPISODE I
I discovered in my late motherõs diary 
that she was so promiscuous before I was 
born that she didnõt know for sure which of 
several men, residing in several countries, 
might be my father.

EPISODE II
I am now older than everyone Iõve ever 
known when they died.

EPISODE III
The world doesnõt come alive until human 
beings, Godõs homo sapiens, begin to move
as only men and women can.

EPISODE IV
On the wall in front of me, a pitted concrete 
surface, suddenly appeared the image of a 
face that I recognized as mine.

EPISODE V
Because I like to dream, I tend to sleep an 
awful lot.
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Mcri

crim mlicka oo ickfa ickcri spickad dcri ,loud 
dun laick hgcril foo micka dcrippcring slickickp 
,fauick aickws swickacring crin mlicka crim 
ickal ,nurd rcriscring hick crimick hick 
spickickdcring lcri hick pacrin ushhickd mcri 
oas sao scrim dickhsu ncriap ickh scril 
gncridickickps ickh ickmcri ickh gncriscri, laick 
mcri aicklm ncri gncriaickws swicka ickuaf, 
pickickls gncrippcrird micka lcrigh ickal nurd 
duol, crid daickps crick afick aicklm mcri

-Translation of ñMirò into Cricket language,
following the method discovered by 
Blaster Al Ackerman
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Tar

rat tar humming  ,cage yr focus fael ry dneb 
lugar y buboso flake yr luggage heel  .”leeh” 
delbmut age the race dense towel leavings yhw 
ry rednelb stsrub yr snub saxophone yr bark  
.fra fra  .budge spot  ,retuo hsaw tnangats 
sour sleeves flying dung runt hsub gnitsim 
smoking in the mirror gnul egabbac  .sneak yr 
runner off bouncing dluom  ,a retsul no eht 
hcrop porch the on luster a, mould gnicnuob 
ffo runner ry kaens.  cabbage lung rorrim eht 
no gnikoms misting bush tnur gnud gniylf 
seveels ruos stagnant wash outer, tops egdub.  
arf arf.  krab ry enohpoxas buns ry bursts 
blender yr why sgnivael lewot esned ecar eht 
ega tumbled “heel”.  leeh egaggul ry ekalf 
osobub y ragul bend yr leaf sucof ry egac, 
gnimmuh rat tar 



I am it is I am 
it is I am it is 
I am it is I am 
it is I am it is I 
am it is I am it 
is I am it is am 
it is I am it is.
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